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BARN DANCE & CEILIDH BANDS

What is a Barn Dance?

A Barn Dance, sometimes known as a Ceilidh (Kaylee) or Hoedown, is a mix of dances done in differing
formations - lines, circles, squares, partner dances etc. The nature of most dances is that you dance with
your own partner but progress to meet other couples with whom you repeat the dance or do a particular

movement. It is all very easy and does not rely on your ability to dance intricate steps but rather to know
basic movements like do-si-do, circle left and right, and right and left hand stars. The main requirement

is to listen to the ‘caller’, who tells you what to do and when to do it, and to remember the basic pattern of
the dance.

It is advisable to try the dances earlier in the evening when the ‘caller’ runs through the basic movements
before moving on to more interesting ones later. Whatever you do - get up and have a go, it really is good
fun. You don’t need special clothes or shoes - just something comfortable and casual. We can supply a
Scottish flavour evening including dances such as Gay Gordons, Dashing White Sergeant, Strip the
Willow, and Eightsome reel, or an Irish flavour including Bridge of Athlone, Waves of Tory, etc.

Barn Dances for Weddings
More and more couples are choosing a Barn Dance and Caller as their ideal wedding evening
entertainment! It’s enormous fun, absolutely informal, just right for every age from the youngest children
to grandparents - and it gets both families mixing right from the start! Old or young, can join in! No
experience is needed - just the desire to have a really great time. Our Callers start off with easy, simple
dances because they’re experienced in understanding a wedding’s very special needs.

The bright cheerful sound of the music sets the happy scene straight away, so your guests can join in
whenever they wish, without feeling embarrassed or left out. It’s a great way to get everyone together,
with an experienced MC (the ‘Caller’), guiding the whole evening, they’ll “read” the party’s changing
moods throughout the evening and sense when the atmosphere needs to be more placid or lively, when

the pace should quicken, or slow down. The emphasis for the evening will be on enjoyment and because
your Caller walks through each dance first and calls over the music, you don’t have to learn or remember
anything, it’s all done for you, so you don’t have a thing to worry about - you can just relax and enjoy
your special day with your family and friends!

The lively atmosphere of Barn Dances and Line Dances is guaranteed to get your party going with a
swing. Our experienced ‘callers’ will quickly get even the most shy guests joining in the fun in a way
which will amaze everyone. Throw away your inhibitions and relax in a true country atmosphere that

quickly makes you feel at home.

What is a Line Dance?

Line Dances differ from Barn Dances in that you do not need a partner and the dancers stand in lines,
dancing a series of steps before turning to face another direction to repeat the same step pattern. A variety
of tempos are used including waltz, quickstep, cha-cha, all having separate step patterns to remember.
The music, however, is mainly Country and Western. As with the barn dance a leader or ‘caller’ will
teach you the steps and usually dances them in front of you giving you a pattern to follow. No special
clothing is needed although most folk, once hooked on it, choose to wear American Country and Western
style clothes.

Barn Dance Callers
Hotelentertainment.co.uk can supply a Barn Dance Caller using tapes or CDs for the music rather than a
full live band. This is an ideal alternative if space or budget is restricted.
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The Scottish Pipe Band
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